
Self-managed super funds

Did you know that the self-managed  
super is the fastest growing sector  
of the superannuation industry? 

In fact, a third of all superannuation monies in  

Australia are held in the self-managed super sector.1

Having your own fund gives you complete control over  

how your superannuation money is invested, operated  

and managed.

But with this freedom and flexibility comes responsibility. 

As the trustee, you are responsible for the compliance  

of your fund. 

As you can see from the chart onscreen, a self-managed 

super fund offers a wider investment selection than what’s 

usually available through a retail or corporate super plan.

That’s because, as the trustee, you make the investment 

selection.

Investments can include private and public companies  

and unit trusts, managed funds, direct property and 

business real property as well as collectables such  

as art, wine or jewellery.

Not only do self-managed super funds help you take 

control of your super savings, in some cases they can 

provide a better structure for tax planning and estate 

planning as well as helping you save money on fees. 

1. Source: Australian Tax Office September 2011

However, there are some important rules 
governing self-managed super funds that 
you need to be aware of before you launch 
into setting one up.

First let’s look at the four basic rules that define  

a self-managed super fund. 

 > It has to have four members or less. 

 > All members are trustees and all trustees are members. 

 > A member can’t be an employee of another member, 

unless they are related — a family business, for example. 

Trustees cannot receive remuneration for the trustee 

services they conduct on behalf of the super fund.

While it might sound appealing to run your own super fund, 

particularly in volatile market times, a self-managed super 

fund is not for everyone. 

Before you begin, here are some important 
things to consider.

You’ll need to prepare investment strategies, research 

investments, and compile financial statements, tax returns 

and audits. You’ll also need to be sure you can manage 

your own super fund and deliver the return you need for 

your retirement.

Welcome back to our ‘Better off with advice*’ online videos. 

*  You could be better off at any age. Financial Services Council research shows that a 30-year-old would save an additional $91,000,  

a 45-year-old would save an additional $80,000 and a 60-year-old would save $29,000 more than those without a financial adviser.
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Call 1800 645 303 to book an appointment with your local 
Bridges financial planner today.

You’ll need strong record keeping and time management 

skills as well as the right level of expertise. Because, there 

are huge penalties for non-compliance.

With a self-managed super fund structure, while you 

may actually pay less in fees they are designed for larger 

account balances. You really need to have over $200,000.

Do you worry about how the market’s performance affects 

your super balance? 

If you do, then a self-managed super fund may not be 

the right structure for you. To manage your own fund, 

you need the right temperament. Panic selling when the 

market is down is not going to help your level of retirement 

funding.

Before you set up a self-managed super 
fund, ask yourself; Why you are doing it? 

There’s lots of options available in the marketplace.  

If you’re not sure what you’re doing and change your  

mind, the penalties are high, so getting the right advice 

first is essential.

A self-managed super fund is a great option if you want 

greater control over your retirement savings. But, as 

you’ve just seen, there’s lots of responsibility so there’s 

lots to consider.

There is, however, another option.

A small APRA fund, or SAF, offers the same level 

of investment flexibility but without the burden of 

compliance. That’s because a professional trustee 

company is responsible for your fund’s compliance.

Setting up a self-managed super fund or a SAF isn’t 

difficult, but you need to be sure you’re doing it for the 

right reasons and making the right decisions.

And that’s where we can help. 

A financial planner can help you decide if a self-managed 

super fund or a SAF is the most suitable solution for your 

particular needs. And, they can provide advice about the 

best way to set one up.

To make an appointment with your local Bridges financial 

planner, simply call the number on screen now, or click the 

‘make an appointment with a Bridges financial planner’ 

button. Or, if you’d like further information, download our 

fact sheet.

After all, you’re better off with advice.

Bridges Financial Services Pty Limited (Bridges). ABN 60 003 474 977. ASX Participant. AFSL No 240837. 

This is general advice only and has been prepared without taking into account your particular objectives, financial situation and 

needs. Before making an investment decision based on this transcript, you should assess your own circumstances or consult a 

financial planner. Any examples used are for illustrative purposes only. To the extent permitted by law, Bridges, its employees, 

consultants, advisers, officers and authorised representatives are not liable for any loss or damage arising as a result of any 

reliance placed on the contents of this presentation.
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