
Bridges | Financial advice makes a difference

Advice from a Bridges fi nancial planner will help 
you have confi dence in the decisions you make.

Financial 
advice makes 
a difference 
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You see your lawyer for legal advice  

and your accountant for tax advice,  

but what about all the other financial 

areas that you might need help with?

You want to make sure you make  

the right decisions, especially  

about something as important  

as your financial future, so it makes 

sense to seek advice from a qualified 

financial planner before making any 

important financial decisions. 

Ask yourself these questions:

 > What are your goals in life  

and do you have a plan in place  

to achieve them? 

 >  Do you want to invest in shares  

or need advice on what investments 

would suit your individual situation? 

 >  Do you have adequate insurance  

to protect you, your family and  

your income?

 >  Do you know if you qualify  

for any Centrelink entitlements?

 >  Will you have enough super  

to live the retirement lifestyle  

you’ve been dreaming about?

 >  Do you need advice about tax-

effective ways to use or invest an 

inheritance or other sum of money?

Advice from a Bridges financial planner  

can help you be comfortable with the 

decisions you make.

Research by the Financial Services 

Council showed people who received 

financial advice were almost $100,000 

better off at retirement*.

Financial advice makes a difference 

*   The ‘Better off with savings advice’, 16 February 2011, research shows that a 30 year old would save an additional 

$91,000, a 45 year old would save an additional $80,000 and a 60 year old would save $29,000 more than those 

without a financial adviser.
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Before you even start to look at  

what investment options are available, 

it’s vital that you set some goals; then 

you can work out how you’re going  

to achieve them.

Everyone’s situation is different;  

we all have different needs and goals,  

so advice that’s good for one person 

may not be the most appropriate  

for another.

Having a financial plan in place will  

help you set some goals and provide  

a framework of how you can achieve 

them and let you keep track of your 

progress. It’s important to regularly 

review your financial plan to ensure  

it continues to meet your needs and 

takes account of any change to your 

personal circumstances. 

What are your financial goals  
and how will you achieve them? 
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Everyone’s an investor — either by  

choice or as a result of superannuation 

— so it’s important to understand the 

basics of investing and determine what 

type of investor you are, before you 

choose any investments.   

Firstly, understand the relationship 

between risk and return. Generally,  

the higher the risk, the higher the 

possible return, particularly over the 

long term. Risk refers to fluctuations 

in the value of your investments. 

Diversifying your investments, both 

within asset classes and across asset 

sectors, as well as across different 

styles of management, is an effective 

way to reduce the overall risk of your 

portfolio because the performance  

of each asset class differs.

Secondly, determine your risk  

profile; that is, the level of comfort  

you have with fluctuations in the value  

of your investments.

Finally, work out your investment  

time horizon or the length of time  

over which you have to invest.

Once you have determined your 

profile, the range of asset classes 

you can choose from includes shares 

(Australian and international), 

property, fixed interest (or bonds)  

and cash.

Understand the basics of investing 
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Compared to 20 years ago, people  

are living longer which means they  

will have more years in retirement  

and will therefore need a greater  

amount of retirement savings.

Your super is your savings for 

retirement, so it’s important to make 

the most of every opportunity. Your 

employer’s compulsory nine per cent 

Super Guarantee contributions  

alone may not be enough. If you are  

self-employed, are you making 

adequate contributions?

To make sure your super’s working  

as hard as you are, and so you’ll  

have enough for your retirement,  

there are a number of strategies  

you could consider.

One of the advantages of super  

is that it allows you to take advantage 

of a lower tax rate — 15 per cent 

compared to your marginal tax rate 

plus Medicare levy, which could be 

as high as 46.5 per cent. There are, 

however, limits on the amount you  

can contribute to super each year.  

Firstly, be aware of the annual limits;  

you can no longer ramp up your 

savings as you approach retirement 

so you may like to consider making 

steady, more regular contributions 

from an earlier age.  

If your employer permits it, a salary 

sacrifice strategy allows you to make 

pre-tax contributions to your super.  

Your taxable income is then reduced  

by the amount you sacrifice to super 

so you could even drop down a tax 

bracket.

If you earn less than $61,920 (2011/12 

financial year) and make after-tax 

contributions to your super, you may  

be eligible for the Government’s Super  

Co-contribution which could give you  

up to $1,000 extra in your super fund.

Do you have more than one super  

fund? If so, you’re paying several sets  

of fees and charges. Consolidate your 

funds and you’ll only pay one set  

of fees and charges and it will be much 

easier to keep track of your super.

Boost your super so you can  
make the most of your retirement
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A Bridges financial planner will look  

at your whole situation to ensure that 

the financial decisions you make set 

you on the right path to achieving your 

goals, both in the short and long term.

Bridges financial planners offer  

advice based on a thorough 

understanding of your circumstances 

and requirements. 

Why see a Bridges financial planner?

If you own a house and/or a car 

chances are you’ve insured them.  

But what about your most valuable 

asset — your ability to earn an income? 

What would happen if you became 

unable to work, even for a short period 

of time? How would you pay your bills, 

the mortgage or rent, let alone any 

extra costs like medical bills?

The answer is simple; insurance. 

There are different types of insurance 

available that provide coverage in 

 the event you become ill or injured  

and unable to work, either for a period 

of time, or ever again.

A Bridges financial planner can help 

you work out the appropriate level  

of protection for you and your family.

Do you have adequate protection for 
yourself, your family and your income?

Their advice covers the full spectrum 

of financial planning and investment 

services including:

 > Tax-effective investment strategies

 >  Superannuation strategies

 > Retirement planning

 > Centrelink entitlements

 > Stockbroking

 > Salary packaging

 > Life insurance (life, TPD, trauma, 

income protection, business expenses)

 > Estate planning.
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Established in 1985, we have grown 

to become one of Australia’s largest 

financial planning groups. With more 

than 65 branches across Australia  

and 180 planners, we provides financial 

planning and stockbroking services  

to around 53,000 clients.

Over 100 Approved Deposit-taking 

Institutions (credit unions, building 

societies and friendly societies)  

trust us to give their members high 

quality service.

Bridges is part of the IOOF group, 

which in turn is part of IOOF Holdings 

Ltd, a leading provider of wealth 

management products and services  

in Australia. 

Listed on the Australian Securities 

Exchange (ASX: IFL) in the top 200 

listed ASX companies, IOOF provides 

services to over 700,000 clients 

Australia-wide.  

One of the advantages of an  

alliance with us is that, unlike many 

other financial groups who rely  

on outsourced services for research 

information, we have an experienced 

in-house research team that  

analyse a range of investments  

and provides recommendations, 

including emerging opportunities,  

to Bridges financial planners.

The in-house technical team  

provides Bridges financial planners 

with regular updates about changes 

to superannuation, Centrelink and tax 

legislation and how they affect clients.

We are is also one of the few  

Australian financial planning 

organisations that offer in-house 

broking services, ensuring timely and 

secure share transactions for clients.

About us



It’s never too early to start planning. 

For more information, or to make  
an appointment, contact your  
Bridges financial planner or call  
on 1800 645 303. 

Your initial appointment is 
complimentary and obligation–free. 
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Bridges Financial Services Pty Ltd. ABN 60 003 474 977. ASX Participant. AFSL No 240837. 

This is general advice only and does not take into account your objectives, financial  

situation and needs. Before acting on this advice, you should consult a financial planner. 

Part of the IOOF group.


